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CONFIDENTIAL CAPE TOWN 1225 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORG, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: SHIPENGA BACKS NNF 

1 . THE NAMIBIA NATIONAL FRONT SECRETARY-GENERAL BRYAN 
O'LINN, YESTERDAY, JUNE 19, RELEASED IN WINDHOEK A 

JOINT NNF-SWAPO DEMOCRATS (SHIPENGA) STATEMENT SIGNED 

IN UTRECHT, HOLLAND THE SAME DAY. THE STATEMENT SAID 

THAT SWAPO DEMOCRATS WERE IN "FULL AND UNQUALIFIED AGREEMENT 

WITH NNF." IT ALSO NOTED THE INTENTION OF 

"THE SWAPO DEMOCRATS TO COMMENCE IN THE NEAR FUTURE 

WITH AN INTENSIFIED ORGANIZATIONAL CAMPAIGN WITHIN 

NAMIBIA TO GAIN SUPPORT FOR THE NEWLY-FORMED PARTY. 

THIS CAMPAIGN WILL BE HEADED BY VARIOUS MEMBERS 
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OF THE SWAPO DEMOCRATS, INCLUDING SOME OF THOSE WHO 
WERE RECENTLY RELEASED FROM DETENTION IN TANZANIA." 

2. O'LINN TOLD US THAT THE SWAPO DEMOCRATS WERE 
EFFECTIVELY- ALTHOUGH NOT YET FORMALLY-PART OF THE 
NNF. SHIPENGA, HE SAID, WOULD NOT RETURN TO 
NAMIBIA AT THIS TIME, PRIMARILY BECAUSE HIS LIFE 
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WOULD BE IN DANGER.O'LINN BELIEVED THAT SHIPENGA'S 
ACTION WOULD BOOST THE NNF'S FUND RAISING POSSIBILITIES. 
THE NNF DELEGATION CURRENTLY IN EUROPE, HE SAID, IS 
HAVING SOME IMPORTANT "CONVERSATIONS" ON THIS SUBJECT, 
AND ANOTHER NNF DELEGATION, INCLUDING O'LINN, IS DUE 
TO LEAVE FOR WEST GERMANY ON JULY 8. 

3. O'LINN ALSO REPORTED THAT IN A RECENT MEETING 
BETWEEN NNF AND CHURCH LEADERS, THE LATTER AGREED TO 
ADOPT AN EVENHANDED POSITION TOWARD NNF AND SWAPO 
(NUJOMA). A CHURCH-BACKED WEEKLY IS EXPECTED TO 
BEGIN PUBLICATION NEXT MONTH WITH PLANS TO BECOME 
A DAILY WITHIN SIX MONTHS. KURT DAHLMANN, FORMER 
EDITOR OF THE ALLGEMAINE ZEITUNG, WILL HELD THE 
NEW PAPER. DAHLMANN IS SYMPATHETIC TO THE NNF. 
EDMONDSON 
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